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Dear People of Mt Calvary,

In July, Cathy and | became grandparents for the first time at the birth of
Thomas’ son, Nathan. We were able to be in Houston the day of
Nathan’s birth. What an exciting moment it was when Nathan was
wheeled out of the delivery room and we were able to see him for the
very first time. Our hearts swelled with excitement, joy, and
thankfulness to God for his healthy birth and the well being of his mother
Elizabeth, our daughter-in-law.

Every one had been telling us how being a grandparent is great and now
we know that first hand. We had the thrill of seeing him and then
holding him just hours after his birth. To see a new life enter the world
is a wonderful testimony to the power and goodness of our Creator God.
Who else could create such a beautiful thing as a new baby?

I have been busy reading in the Bible about grandparents. The word
grandparent does not occur in the Bible. However, the word
grandmother appears once, grandfather once, grandchildren three times.
And both grandson and granddaughter two times. Grandparents are
given a position of honor and respect in the Bible and being one is
considered a great honor.

Proverbs 17:6 tells us, “Grandchildren are the crown of the aged.”
Genesis 31:55, states that “Laban rose and kissed his grandchildren and
his daughter and blessed them and then he departed and returned home.”
Like Laban of old, | want to bless my grandchildren as | am sure all of
you who are grandparents, or who serve in that role for someone, wish to
also.

Cathy and | intend to be a blessing to Nathan by:

1) Praying for him daily for his safety and well being.

2) Encourage him in his Christian faith by attending his Baptism.
In fact | was privileged to be the Officiant at his Baptism in
Houston.

3) Encourage him in his faith by giving him Christian literature and
other gifts that promote faith.

4) Read Bible stories to him as soon as he is able to comprehend
them.

5) Attend worship services and other church activities with him
when we are in Houston

6) Bring him to worship and Sunday School with us when he is
here in San Antonio.

7) Encourage him to read the Bible and other Christian literature on
his own when he is able.



8) Encourage him to memorize scriptures, hymns, and prayers.

9) Speak well of his pastors, Sunday School, and Christian Day
School teachers, youth leaders and church so he sees them as
allies in his faith and life deserving of his respect and support.

10) Encourage him when he is old enough for Junior Confirmation to
listen, learn, and do his best in learning about God and the
doctrines of the Bible and the Lutheran faith.

I know that many of you are also grandparents, or serve as grandparent
substitutes, for someone special in your life. | hope we will all see what
an important job we have been given and that we will all do our best to
be a blessing to the younger generations. | can not think of any task that
is more important and has more meaningful rewards.

Sincerely in Christ,
Pastor DeVries

UPDATE ON THE SCHIELKE FAMILY

Missionary Phil Schielke and his family were present with us in
May to tell us about their work in Kazakhstan. In June they
returned to Kazakhstan but Pastor Schielke was denied entrance to
the country. The leaders of Kazakhstan have become more hostile
to Christian missionaries and often make it difficult for them to
minister in their nation. As a result, the Schielkes returned home
to Texas. They now await reassignment to another nation in
EuroAsia that is more receptive to Christian missionaries. In the
meantime Pastor Schielke is continuing his translation work of
Christian books into the languages of Kazakhstan. Mt. Calvary
continues to support him financially. Your gifts to missions makes
this support possible. Please pray that a new mission field opens
up soon for Pastor Schielke.

2" Annual Women'’s Retreat!!

Are you tired of the daily grind? Do you feel your spiritual
life is in need of some perking up? Then join us
September 12"-13" at Camp Lone Star for a time of
spiritual renewal, physical refreshment, and great Christian
fellowship. Hotel-style and cabin accommodations (both
air conditioned) are available. The cost for the weekend is
$50. A sign-up sheet is in the Parish Hall narthex.




Your Weekly Offering
Brings to you and the people of this community the regular
use of the Word and Sacrament
Provides Christian education at all age levels in a variety of
ways
Offers comfort to the bereaved, hope to the despondent and
courage to the depressed
Builds the structures necessary for the successful growth
of the Kingdom
Provides guidance to and fellowship for our youth
Brings the message of Christ to our community, nation,
and world via the internet
Offers Christian friendship and fellowship to people of all
age levels
Brings medical and social help to people here and abroad
through Lutheran World Relief, Christian Assistance
Ministry, the Agape Ministry, Men’s Rescue Mission, the
Rape Crisis Center, Haven for Hope
Sends people in your place to every corner of the globe with
the soul saving Gospel
Provides Christian High education, particularly for those
entering the pastoral, DCE, or teaching ministries of the
Church, or attending Lutheran High School
Builds homes and agencies for the care of the deaf, blind,
aged, and handicapped
God blesses us...so that we can be a blessing to others
God bless youl!
Mt. Calvary Lutheran Church

JUNIOR CONFIRMATION

Junior Confirmation will begin Sunday, September 13" at
9:45 a.m. It is open to all unconfirmed youth in the 7", 8", and 9™
grades. See Mr. Watson for details.




‘Music Notes

So You Have Met

Now he would like to meet you!

First of all, I must give a big thank you to all who were
involved in the wonderful meal that was served as my family and |
were introduced to the congregation in August. The food was
great, and the people were even greater! It is indeed a pleasure for
me to become a part of the Mt. Calvary family!

Ensemble rehearsals began last week in August. Didn’t
make Week One? Be there for Week Two! Or Three! Rehearsals
will be held on the following schedule:

Celebration Ringers: Wednesdays, 6:30-7:30

Chancel Choir: Wednesdays, 7:30-9:00

Joyful Sounds: Thursday, 6:15-7:15

Youth in Christ: Thursday, 7:30-8:30

It is hoped, nay, expected, that all those with any musical
ability (and | know that this congregation sings well!) will be
interested in sharing these gifts through singing in choir and/or
handbell ringing. | look forward to meeting you there!

On another note (and don’t we all appreciate good musical
humor???), | am told that there is a great deal of instrumental talent
within this congregation, as well. If you play an instrument and
would be interested in being a part of our worship life, please let
me know! My email, jeifert@mountcalvarysa.org, is now up and
running. Please be in touch and let me know how you can
contribute to our rich musical life.

Let everything that has breath praise the Lord! (Psalm 150:6)

Jon Eifert


mailto:jeifert@mountcalvarysa.org

PARKING LOT UPDATE.
At this time nearly $667,549 has been pledged to our Parking Lot
Fund. Construction on the two parking areas on the site of the old
parsonage and 306 Bryn Mawr has begun and will be completed
shortly. Negotiations with the city of San Antonio for the purchase
of the right of way for Bryn Mawr Street in front of the sanctuary
are going forward. The final legal papers have been drawn up for
the purchase of the property from Terrell Plaza Shopping center. It
should also be completed shortly. Your ongoing gifts to the
Parking Lot Fund have enabled us to proceed to this point without
borrowing any money. Gifts to the Parking Lot Fund can be given
at any time. Use the special envelopes in the narthex or mark your
check Parking Lot. Thank you for your generous gifts for this
project.

MOMS OF MT. CALVARY

Calling all moms! By now you've settled into a routine...whether
that be with children off to school or hitting the books with your
children at your kitchen table. Now it's time to come and spend
some time with other moms and have a little respite from the daily
tasks that being a mom entails. We would love to have you join us
for our MOMS of Mount Calvary evening on Monday, September
21st at 6:30 p.m. in the Parish Hall. We will be making a French
memo board and of course there will be snacks and lots of
fellowship! Please join us! Call Jamie 590-2458 if you have any
questions. Or email mtcalvarymops@yahoo.com! We look forward
to seeing you there!
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Memorials

In memory of: Given by:

Marian Koehler M/M Andrew Kerr

Ben ZumMallen Mrs. Bernice ZumMallen, Lynda Shaneman-Fuentes
Phyllis Gilg M/M Charles Koch, Mrs. C.J. Rablee, R. Geisen,

Kambie Deuel, M/M Ted Theiss, M/M Bill Giesen
For Parking Lot
Ben ZumMallen M/M Winstor Curry, Mrs. Ruth Faubion,
Mrs. Bernice Jahnke, M/M James Lee,
M/M Francis Wessels
Karen Roberts M/M Virl Hundley
Phyllis Gilg Miss Jean Kamper, Mrs. Bernadine Mollenhauer,
M/M Winstor Curry, Mr. Gerald Scharnau, M/M
Gerald Smetzer
For Sanctuary Doors

Ben ZumMallen M/M Ted Theiss, Mrs. Joe Ann Cornwell,
For Landscaping Fund

Eugene Johnson M/M Ralph Domel

Gifts

Gifts given to be used for Sanctuary Doors by:

Mrs. Joe Ann Cornwell, M/M Ray Robel, Mr. Ken Krinke

Gifts given to be used for the Parking Lot by:

M/M Tim Burke, M/M Winstor Curry, M/M Rowan James, Miss Jean
Kamper, Ms. Karen Pieniazek, M/M Scott Sefton, M/M Robert Wieding,
M/M Sam Winkler, Mrs. Elsie Autry, M/M Benno Brandt, Mrs. Norma
Byars, M/M Karl Johnson, Mrs. Debbie Kennedy, M/M Steve Melancon,
Mrs. Joyce Warren, Mr. Bob Wieding, M/M Dave Mainz, M/M Jeff
Jones, M/M Don Lundy, Mrs. Marylin Marshall, M/M Bob Matthys,
M/M Karl Mittwede, M/M Billy Morrison, Mrs. Mona Preuss, Mr.
Gerald Scharnau, Mrs. Ruth Shoaf, M/M Gerald Smetzer, Mrs. Helen
Wenisch, M/M Sam Winkler, Mrs. Melba Wrase, Mr. Leonard Zacek,
M/M Gary Winkler, Mrs. Bernice Jahnke, M/M James Lee, M/M Art
Borland, Mrs. Joe Ann Cornwell, Mrs. Mary Douthwaite, M/M John
Haumann, M/M Dennis Hohn, M/M Jay Miller

Gifts given to be used for the Parking Lot by:

Mrs. Bernadine Mollenhauer in honor of Pastor and Cathy DeVries.
Mrs. Mona Preuss in honor of Pastor and Cathy DeVries’ Anniversary.
Pastor/Mrs. K. T. DeVries in honor of Nathan Thomas DeVries.

Mrs. Bernadine Mollenhauer in honor of Nathan DeVries.



In the Malil

Dear Fellow Members of Mt. Calvary,

I wanted to personally thank the congregation for all your support and
prayers for this year’s Youth Mission Trip to Houston, Texas. [ was
grateful for the opportunity to once again serve as an adult leader.

This year the work included mostly scraping and painting. Despite the
hot and humid Houston weather, everyone worked very hard. We were
blessed with a day of heavy rain and still the work continued. Of course,
the work then included sliding in the mud and dancing in the rain.

As in past years, Josh Zammit, our Director of Christian Education , rose
to the occasion! He is truly blessed with his love of our Lord and his
ability to communicate that love by letting all of the attending youth and
fellow leaders know that he is there for each and every one of them. This
year, we had two additional members of Mt. Calvary leading our efforts.
Mike Fors provided the necessary guidance for the kids while at the same
time being a joyful addition to our team. Each work crew was assigned
two adults and with an odd number of adults present, one more was
needed. We were truly blessed that one of our own youth, Aaron Paseur,
willingly filled that position. According to the adult leader in that group,
Aaron was amazing!

Thank you so much for the opportunity to be part of something so
meaningful. May the Lord continue to bless our church so that the youth
from this congregation may continue to serve others through mission
work.

Sincerely,
Pat Johnson

To all of Mt. Calvary,

We wish to thank the Mt. Calvary members for all the many prayers,
cards, calls and support for us after my mother’s passing. Pastor
DeVries, Pastor Truwe, and the Elders work made it a great service for
my mother. We would like to thank Pastor DeVries, Mr. and Mrs.
Winstor Curry, and Butch Watson for the many visits to my mother
while she was ill. After 26 Years at Mt. Calvary, | am always amazed by
the tremendous love for your fellow members that exists at Mt. Calvary.

In His love,
John and Carol Gilg



Dear Friends in Christ,

On behalf of the Christian Assistance Ministry, its clients, volunteers and
staff, please accept our sincere thanks for your recent gift of $460. We
greatly appreciate your commitment to CAM and its services. Your
donation will help make a difference in the lives of our clients who are in
desperate need of assistance. For 31 years, CAM has provided
emergency assistance in the form of food, clothing, and financial aid to
thousands of individuals in crisis. In fact, more than 61,000 individuals
received assistance by at least one of CAM’s programs in 2008. All of
this would not have been possible without the tremendous support of our
66 member churches, foundation grants, civic and fraternal
organizations, businesses, and individual donations. Thank you for your
support.

Sincerely,

Anna Aguirre

Executive Director

The Mt. Calvary Vacation Bible School Chapel offering went to the
Christian Assistance Ministry.

Parents of colleggouth!! Please let the church office know
of your child’s new college address so we can update our records
and get them on our mailing list! Call the church office at 824-

8748 or email at mtcalvary(@mountcalvarysa.org

Resource Center
Through a generous donation from one of our members, the Board
of Education has purchased a computer for
the Library. With the hopes that the our
library would become more of a resource
centerthis computer is available for your
use. You can check email, surf the web, do
homework, study for an upcoming project,
and the list goes on. If you don’t have the
internet at home, but have always wanted
to watch one of our Worship Services after
it has been archives, just stop by and hop on the internet.
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( Notes from Josh )

N
The YMLT has pland®ut the year with the help of the Holy

Spirit and the desire to bring you closer to God. Following is the

schedule for the2009-2010year for the Junior (Middle School)

and Senior (High School) youth:

September 1819 LockIn ~ Driveln Movie Night. Bld your
own pizza. Costis $10. Bring church
appropriate movies.

October 25 Reformation Fest

November 1315 Renaissance Festivahear Houston.

December 11 Christmas Service Project (babysitting/gift
wrapping)

December 20 Caroling to the shuins. Revese trickor-
treat.

January 810 Winter Retreat, Camp lone Star.

February 7 Super Bowl Submarine Sandwiches

February 14 + f SYdAySQa 5F& { SNIDA
Auction

March 6 Service Project at the new Haven of Hope
Center.

April 4 Easter Breakfast

May 15 Dinner Theatre Fundraiser

May 16 Graduation Dinner at Magic Time Machine

June 1620 Mission Trip to Loveland, CO

July 1622 National Youth Gathering, New Orleans, LA

(Senior High only)

YMLT meets September 20 at 3:30 p.m.

Daytrippers Schedule:
We will leave Mt. Calvary for these trips at 9:00 a.m.

September 9 Highway 16 Adventure

October 14 Kerrville, Texas

November 11 Kings Ranch

December 9 McNay Art Museum and Institute of Texan

Culture



ELDERS FOR SEPTEMBER

8:30 a.m. 11:00 a.m. 6:30 p.m.
September 6 (communion) Marshall Leiber Brad Boeckner Steve Anderson
September 13 Jim McNeel Jim Koenig Bill Stolhandske
September 20 (communion) Mac McNamara Mike Wille John Gilg
September 27 Russell Maxwell Bob Keahey Will Liebmann
USHERS FOR SEPTEMBER
8:30 a.m. 11:00 a.m.
Francis Wessels* Rex Rheiner*
Herb Strait Bill O’Brien
Gerald Smetzer Ramon Kniepkamp
Winstor Curry Dean Hartfiel
ACOLYTES FOR SEPTEMBER
8:30 a.m. 11:00 a.m.
September 6 Blake LaRue Joseph Aguilar
September 13 Gary Newman John Rheiner
September 20 Jeff Rheiner Cobren Wells
September 27 Matthew Miller Nathan Aguilar
MEDIA VOLUNTEERS FOR SEPTEMBER
8:30 a.m. 11:00 a.m.
September 6 Director Gary Palmer Brent Groves
Assistant Chase Palmer ~ Mary Ann Groves
Sanctuary Charles Koch ~ Tom Pulliam
September 13 Director Bryce Rushing  Kim Miyauchi
Assistant
Sanctuary Charles Koch ~ Tammy Copello
September 20  Director Bryce Rushing  Tim Specht
Assistant Shelly Specht
Sanctuary Charles Koch ~ Tom Pulliam
September 27 Director Gary Palmer Brent Groves
Assistant Chase Palmer ~ Mary Anna Groves
Sanctuary Charles Koch ~ Tammy Copello
Gym Tom Pulliam

GREETERS FOR SEPTEMBER

8:30 a.m. 11:00 a.m.
September 6 Nancy Shoaf Mary Ann Hunt
September 13 Marylin Marshall Louree Greehey
September 20 Olga Mencke Bernice Jahnke

September 27 Dorene Tyler Bill Greehey



From the Mount to the World

£
*== Board of Evangelism

Who organizes the efforts on Friendship Sunday to handout Bibles
and a packet of other goodies to all of your friends and family that

you bring with you to check out Mt. Calvary? And who sponsored
the summer Bible Class in the gym about evangelism? And who is
responsible to set up Mt. Calvary’s next pictorial directory? The

answer to all these questions is the same: The Board of
Evangelism

Made up of dedicated members, and committed to finding creative
ways to make known the Gospel of Jesus Christ, this group of men
meets monthly to plan Mt. Calvary’s evangelistic efforts. If you
have any ideas about how we can creatively communicate the life-
saving message of Jesus Christ in our community, please don’t
hesitate to share them with Pastor Truwe or with the board’s
chairman: Chuck Samuel.

N %

This group has partnered with the Board of Education to begin the
upcoming ChristCare program, and has recently been responsible
for producing the Mt. Calvary DVD, hosting the Equipping to
Shareevangelism workshop last September, sponsoring the New
Neighbor Outreacltampaign through which we visited over 400
new families in the Alamo Heights/Terrell Hills area.

These are the current members of this group: Timothy Burke, Gary
Franzen, Brent Groves, Bob Matthys (secretary), Les Pratt, Chuck
Samuel (chairman), Gerry Scharnau.

If you see any of them on Sundays, please thank them for their
dedicated efforts.



Hopefully by now, you’ve heard or read
something about a new and exciting
program coming to Mt. Calvary. Plans are
' being made and potential group leaders
begin their training September 9. But the
ChristCare program won’t be up and
@ running until February 2010. Until we
) kickoff this new program, we want to
Ch ns(-]—}g [€ continue to share information with you as
t i the details are worked out. Here are
Group Ministry answers to frequently asked questions about
the ChristCare Series.

What are ChristCare Groups?

ChristCare Groups are gatherings of 5-12 people who meet on a
regular basis in order to grow in faith as Jesus’ disciples by
participating in four activities: 1) Community Building and Care,
2) Prayer, 3) Biblical Equipping, and 4) Missional Service. They
are led by a trained and supervised group leader.

Why is it called the ChristCare Series?

The Christin ChristCare is because Jesus is at the center of
everything that happens in a ChristCare Group—hence the cross at
the center of the ChristCare logo. The Carein ChristCare (the
heart in the logo) is because group members nurture and support
one another as they grow in faith and become more deeply devoted
followers of Jesus. Seriesrefers to the sequence of steps a
congregation takes to implement ChristCare Group Ministry.

We already have some small groups going (Kingdom Seekers,
Women’s Bible Study, etc.).
Series?

Many congregations that already have small groups turn to the
ChristCare Series because ChristCare provides the structure,
training, and support they need to take their small groups to the
next level. The ChristCare Series provides solutions to the
common challenges that can cause a small group ministry to
plateau, struggle, or decline.



Do we really need such an extensive program?

Quality ministry doesn’t just happen. It takes careful planning, the
right tools, and first-rate training. If our goal is to have a few small
groups of varied quality with no real direction, we may not need
ChristCare. However, we are looking to develop an ever-
expanding ministry of high-quality small groups that help people
grow in their faith, that meet people’s needs, that provide a safe
place to invite friends and family who may be interested, and that
keep focused on the mission and vision of Mt. Calvary: to go from
the Mount to the World with God’s love. The ChristCare series
will provide the structure we need to help reach those goals.

Listen to what a Lutheran pastor in Darien, Illinois has to say
about ChristCare Group Ministry:
AChristCare Groups open the do
care for one another and thenr@ach out to othersutside the
congregatio® to bring them in, care for theand connect them
to the love of Goa

Rev. David Bottorff

St. John Lutheran Church

Darien, Illinois

Fellowship Opportunities

Men's Softbal/]l Relturns for Fal
We are officially signed up for the fall league again on Friday

nights over at Alva Jo Fischer on Nacogdoches. Check the bulletin

to find out our fall schedule, and come on out to cheer your very

own team on to victory! Cost for adults is $1. Our first game is
September 11" at 7:50 p.m. Have a desire to play, and aren’t yet

on the team? Just let Pastor Truwe know; we can always add

players to the roster.

Mt. Calvary Basketball Fellowship: Beginning September 10"
@ 7:00 p.m. Thursday night pickup basketball will resume. Each
week, men and women are invited to get some great exercise,
enjoy the fellowship of other Christians, and spend a brief moment
in the Word of God and in prayer. What could be better?




Growing in the Word

Sunday Morning Classes: 9:45-10:45 a.m.

Through the Old Testament (gym)'

Pastor DeVries picks up this group’s journey
through the Old Testament, now spending time with ¢Q
some of the most well-known stories of your youth.
Come and be reminded of Israel’s past as you
explore 2 Samuel.

Exploring the Lutheran Church (Parish
Hall): Beginning on Sunday, September
13™, during the Bible Class hour, Pastor
Truwe will be teaching this class that
explores the central teachings of the Christian
Church in general, and of Lutheranism in
particular. Maybe you haven’t opened your
Catechism since you were confirmed years
ago. Or maybe you’re new here at Mt.
Calvary and want to understand more fully what the Lutheran
Church believes, teaches, and confesses. No matter what your
experience, if you want to find out more about what it means to be
Lutheran, this class is for you. For those who are not yet members,
there will be an opportunity to join at the conclusion of this course.

Bread of Life Class (Room #112):

This Bible study provides a smaller group dynamic
which lends itself to more discussion. Taught by
Larry and Wanda Laxson, this group is currently
studying the teachings of Jesus regarding the Fruit of
the Spirit.




Wednesdays in the Word
7:00-8:30 p.m. (Parish Hall)

Eccl esiast es: E BeginniygiSaptembe6y', doshs
Zammit will begin a six week study of Ecclesiastes. In this Old
Testament book we can discover how the truths of Solomon can
lead us into a deeper study of all of the Bible. Come join us! All
materials will be provided.

Pastor DeVries will be teaching a class on The Meaning of
Graceon Wednesdays beginning October 21%,

The Lutheran Difference
Thursdays @ 9:30 a.m. in the Parish Hall

This Bible Study series, taught by Pastor Truwe, tries to answer the
question: “Why is it good to be Lutheran in the 21 Century?”
Through the exploration of different doctrinal topics, participants
discover that the Lutheran faith is vitally important in today’s post-
modern world. All materials provided. We begin September 10™
with the topic of Worship

Financial Peace University
Thursdays @ 6:30 p.m. (Parish Hall)

Especially in these difficult economic times, financial stress can be
overwhelming, and can make it difficult to meet the goals that you
have for your family. Financial Peace Universitis a biblically-
based accountability class that teaches how to manage financial
resources in a godly manner. On average, families reduce their
debt by $5,300 and save $2,700 in just 91 days. Cost is $95 for the
13-week class, and includes everything you will need and more!
Let Pastor Truwe know if you are interested in attending
(atruwe@mountcalvarysa.org; 824-8748).

Preview dates: September 3 @ 6:30 p.m. and September 6™ @
12:30 p.m. in the Parish Hall.

Actual course: September 10"—December 10" in the Parish Hall.
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Daily Devotions from Pastor Truwe There are a wealth of
devotional materials available for you and your family: Portals of
Prayer, A Congregation at Prayeetc. But did you know that one
of your pastors is writing daily devotions for you as well. Monday
through Friday you can find a devotional thought from Pastor
Truwe on the internet. Check out http://watchfulone.blogspot.com/
to read his thoughts on the Scriptures, to ask questions, engage in
dialogue, and ultimately, to grow in the Word of God. His
devotions cover a variety of topics:

Monday: For the Christian Family

Tuesday: From the Psalms

Wednesday: From the Old Testament

Thursday: From the New Testament

Friday: From the Lutheran Confessions, Luther, or another Church
Father

For those of you who spend hours each day on the internet, this is a
great way for you to sanctify that time with the Gospel—Happy
Reading!

Here is an example of one of Pastor Truwe’s devotions:
Tuesday, August 25, 2009

Daily Devotional Thought--From the Psalms

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,

From the Psalm for today: Blessed is the one whose transgion is
forgiven, whose sin is covered" (Psalm 32:1).

Maybe you know someone who has a classic car in his or her garage, or
maybe you have one yourself. Chances are, the owner of such a classic
will utilize some sort of dust cover in order to keep the valuable antique's
paint job shining bright. But when he wants to show her off, out she
comes from underneath her covering.

It's not so with us. You and | have been covered, as the verse above
clearly proclaims. But in our case, what is covered is not so beautiful. "


http://watchfulone.blogspot.com/
http://watchfulone.blogspot.com/2009/08/daily-devotional-thought-from-psalms_25.html

acknowledgedny sinto you, and | did not cover my iniquity; | said, 'l
will confess my transgressions to the LORD,' and you forgave the
iniquity of my sin" (32:5).

Like a man who drives his classic car around for all to see BEFORE
restoring her, allowing his neighbors and other "motor heads" to see all
the rust, the worn out leather seats, and everything else that caused her to
be thrown aside and left for dead in the junkyard, the psalmist
acknowledges that he is dirty and rusty and worn out--he is full of sin.

When we don't cover up our sin, but acknowledge it before our heavenly
Father, He covers it himself. He remembers the sacrifice of His Son,
where all the rust and decay--all the sin--that has kept us from being his
beautiful and righteous creatures was taken away and covered up by the
cross. He remembers that His Crucified Son came out of the tomb with a
new and glorious body, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep (1
Cor. 15:20-23). And then He covers us with the very life of Christ.

But UNLIKE a classic car's dustcover, this one isn't coming off. While
the Devil, the World and your sinful flesh will remind you of what used
to be--your dirty and filthy and unacceptable sinful self--the covering
given you by your heavenly Father isn't simply a facade that is ripped off
when it's time to go out and live. The covering that He gives you is who
you are in Christ. It's how He sees you, when you can only see what used
to be. It's why he welcomes you, and parades you around as His sons and
daughters, because you are shiny, and beautiful, and restored as the
crown of His creation. And that, he doesn't want to cover up.

You see, when God covers something up, He doesn't take it off. In
Christ, you are a new creation, the old has gone, and the new has come (2
Cor. 5:17).

Restored in Christ. Amen. £ 02
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Prepare for Worship: Many of you already
have a regular devotional time of reading the
Scriptures. Others of you may be thinking
about starting such a routine. One way of
doing this is to study the different readings for
the upcoming Sunday. By doing this you will
have already encountered those readings, and may have even
begun to meditate on them. Especially when they serve as the text
of that Sunday’s sermon, this can help you get more out of the
service. The following is a list of the Sunday readings for the
month of September:

September 6"—14" Sunday after Pentecost (Proper 18)

OT: Isaiah 35:4-7a
Epistle: James 2:1-10, 14-18
Gospel: Mark 7: (24-30) 31-37

September 13"—15" Sunday after Pentecost (Proper 19)
OT: Isaiah 50:4-10
Epistle: James 3:1-12
Gospel: Mark 9:14-29

September 20"—16" Sunday after Pentecost (Proper 20)
OT: Jeremiah 11:18-20
Epistle: James 3:13-4:10
Gospel: Mark 9:30-37

September 27""-—17" Sunday after Pentecost (Proper 21)
OoT: Numbers 11:4-6, 10-16, 24-29
Epistle: James 5:(1-12) 13-20
Gospel: Mark 7:38-50

Congregation at Prayer

God has given us all a family, and what a blessing our family is.
Did you know that the family is the most important educational
institution? In fact, the primary place where the faith is handed
down is the home, taught by father and mother. Each week in our
Sunday bulletin, we are happy to provide a wealth of devotional
material to be used in that process of handing down the faith. To
see one of these weekly handouts, visit our website at
WWW.mtcsa.org.



http://www.mtcsa.org/

Media Team Web Statistics January — July 2009

Region Hits Month Hits
Arizona 35 January 776
Arkansas 3 February 516
California 41 March 644
Colorado 49 April 733
Connecticut 1 May 807
Florida 16 June 443
Georgia 21 July 450
Idaho 5

Illinois 169 Day of Week Hits
Indiana 12 Friday 578
Kansas 16 Saturday 309
Kentucky 55 Sunday 617
Louisiana 6 Monday 902
Massachusetts 4 Tuesday 929
Michigan 62 Wednesday 559
Mississippi 7 Thursday 527
Nevada 2

New Hampshire 14

New Jersey 121 City Hits
New Mexico 17 Crossville, TN 9
New York 23 Chula Vista, CA 9
North Carolina 49 Hamilton, Ontario, Canada 8
North Dakota 5 Erlanger, KY 8
Ohio 51 Brandon, Ml 7
Oklahoma 54 Savannah, GA 1
Pennsylvania 73 Sioux Falls, SD 1
South Carolina 199 Bedminster, NJ 1
South Dakota 1 New Bern, NC 1
Tennessee 13 Middletown, NJ 1
Texas 1360 Burbank, CA 1
Utah 2 Greenville, SC 1
Vermont 20 San Leandro, CA 1
Virginia 330 Orlando, FL 1
Wisconsin 5 Arlington Heights, IL 1
Wyoming 57 San Luis Obispo, CA 1
Ontario, Canada 87

Quebec, Canada 3

Stockholms Lan, Sweden 16

N/A, NA/, N/A 696

N/A, N/A, United States 669
Total YTD 4369




City Hits
San Antonio, TX 864
N/A, NA/, N/A 696
N/A, N/A, United States 669
Herndon, VA 257
Simpsonville, SC 198
Round Rock, TX 142
Katy, TX 104
Houston, TX 74
Austin, TX 71
Philadelphia, PA 67
Guelph, Ontario, Canada 63
Riverton, WY 57
Willowbrook, IL 54
Plainsboro, NJ 54
Oklahoma City, OK 53
Plano, TX 52
North Chicago, IL 50
Dearborn, Ml 49
Denver, CO 49
Louisville, KY 47
Carteret, NJ 37
Clifton, TX 37
Reston, VA 34
Fairfax, VA 34
Columbus, OH 31
Chandler, AZ 31
Western Springs, 1L 28
Parsippany, NJ 23
Atlanta, GA 20
Durham, NC 20
Waterbury Center, VT 20
Las Vegas, NM 17
Stockholm, Sweden 16
Leavenworth, KS 16
Deerfield, IL 14
Keene, NH 14
Bloomington, IL 13
Tampa, FL 13
Los Angeles, CA 12
Rosedale, NY 12
Mishawaka, IN 12
Satinaw, Ml 10

Stratford, Ontario, Canada 9

Diamond Bar, CA

9

City

Purchase, NY

New Braunfels, TX
Raleigh, NC
Greensboro, NC
Ellenboro, NC
Harleysville, PA
Bryan, TX

Vienna, VA
Kohler, WI
Bolingbrook, IL
Greenville, NC
Fargo, ND

Boise, ID
Jacksonville, NC
Menlo Park, CA
Piscataway, NJ
Twinsburg, OH
Rochester, NY
Knoxville, TN
Baton Rouge, LA
Berea, OH
Lakewood, OH
Chicago, IL
Boston, MA
Upland, CA
Kitchener, Ontario, Canada
Hudson, OH
Quebec, Quebec, Canada
Strongsville, OH
Glendale, AZ
Dallas, TX

Hazel Park, Ml
Springdale, AR
Ogden, UT
Milverton, Ontario, Canada
Cleveland, OH
Brantford, Ontario, Canada
Monroe, LA
Jacksonville, FL
Carson City, NV
Tulsa, OK

San Marcos, TX
Phoenix, AZ
Cheshire, CA
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